EWS | FOR BREAKING NEWS examiner.com.au

14 — THE SUNDAY EXAMNER April 6, 2014

French connection celebrated

By MICHAEL LOWE

FISHING and jet ski races,
music, lots of boats and some
French flair combined to make
the East Coast the place to be
this weekend,

Triabunna hosted a nautical-

| themed celebration called
| Seafest yesterday and From

France to Freycinet festival
hits full today.

Seafest co-ordinator Cynthia
Maxwell-Smith said Seafest, on
the Triabunna marina,
included a game fishing
competition, a jet ski race to
Maria Island, food, wine, a boat
show and children’s activities,

Ms Maxwell-Smith said the
festival aimed to show off the

newly- |mprovcd marina and

highlight how Triabunna was
more than a commercial fishing
FOH it was also a great place

r recreational anglers.

She said the initial work
included beautifying and
expanding the existing marina,
but further stages would
include a boat ramp on the
other side of the river and
“boatels” — or floating visitor
accommodation,

“Seafest is a day for the
community and bringing new
people into the area,” she said.

The four-day festival, that
finishes today, celebrates East
Coast connections to early
French explorers.

The community area, The
Village, at Triabunna will today

host a craft and book market,
long lunch and French car
mllf. There will also be a music
festival on the beach at
Swansea.

Also on show today at
Buckland is an interpretive
botanical display explaining
the work of French explorers
called the Tasmanian Bushland
Gardens and in Triabunna,
prints by John Ingleton that
also look at Tasmania’s French
connections,

One of the festival organisers,
Tom Tenliswood, sald
Tasmania's history could have
been very different if it was
settled by the French, as the
French were more respectful to
Aboriginals.
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